Golden Hearts Dog Rescue – Adoption Application

General Information and Completion Instructions:
Please fill out this adoption application in its entirety.  All of the information is required. Please look over the application and make sure you have everything you need in order to fill it out.

Due to volunteer time constraints, incomplete applications will NOT be processed or returned to you for completion. Please double check your application BEFORE you submit it to us.

Applicants will be called by a Golden Hearts’ volunteer as soon as possible after submission for an application review. If your application review is favorable you will then be contacted by a Golden Hearts’ volunteer who will arrange for your home visit. Pending a favorable home visit, the application approval process will then be completed. 

Golden Hearts reserves the right to refuse adoptions to any potential applicant(s).

Adopters must be over 21 years of age.

Golden Hearts adoptions are NEVER determined on a first come basis.  Golden Hearts chooses the most compatible environment for each of our dogs. Wait times may vary and depend on many factors.

Fees:
Non-Refundable Adoption Fees:  These fees are paid at the time of adoption, as follows:


All animals are $350.00.  There is a two week (fourteen days) trial period where the dog may be returned for any reason and adoption fee refunded.  After fourteen days, there are no refunds.  
Senior dogs are available at a reduced rate (eight or older).
This adoption fee typically includes all the medical exams, inoculations, heartworm testing, heartworm preventative, spay/neuter, worming, grooming, flea and tick preventive, and the private transportation to Golden Hearts that we provide for all of our rescue animals.  Any additional donations are always gratefully accepted and used to rescue more animals from being destroyed.
Application appears on following page.

Adoption Application:
	1. 
	Applicant’s name:



	2. 
	Co-applicant’s name and relationship to applicant:



	3. 
	Applicant’s age:

	4. 
	Co-applicant’s age:

	5. 
	Full address (including street, city, county and state):



	6. 
	Daytime phone number:

	7. 
	Evening phone number:

	8. 
	Cell phone number:

	9. 
	Which phone number should we contact you at?

	10. 
	Email address:

	11. 
	Do you have any children?

	12. 
	If so, how many, and what are their ages and genders?



	13. 
	Does anyone in your family have any pet allergies?  If yes, please explain.



	14. 
	Does anyone have asthma?  If yes, please explain.



	15. 
	Do you own or rent your residence?


	16. 
	If you rent, please provide the name, address and phone number of your landlord:



	17. 
	Do you have a fenced in yard?

	18. 
	If yes, how high is the fence?

	19. 
	What type of fence?

	20. 
	How big is your yard?  (dimensions)

	21. 
	Where will the pet be kept during the day?

	22. 
	Is anyone home during the day?  If so, who?  

	23. 
	Who will primarily be responsible for the care of this dog?

	24. 
	How long on average will the dog be alone (without humans) during the day?

	25. 
	Where will your dog sleep at night?

	26. 
	Will your dog ever be kept in the basement or garage?

	27. 
	Will your dog ever live outside in a yard or outdoor kennel?

	28. 
	Will your dog ever be tied outside?

	29. 
	Are you familiar with the use of a dog crate to train and/or confine the dog while you are not there?

	30. 
	If your adopted dog requires it, are you willing to crate train and use a crate?

	31. 
	Do ALL members of the family want to adopt this dog?

	32. 
	Will the dog be walked daily? Approximately how many times and how far?



	33. 
	Do you plan to take an obedience course with your dog?  
Have you ever taken obedience courses with other dogs?  If yes, please indicate how long ago and what kind of training:



	34. 
	Is this your first dog?

	35. 
	If not, what other breeds have you owned?



	36. 
	Why do you want to adopt a dog at this time?



	37. 
	Please list all other current pets in your household (type, breed, age, spayed/neutered?):



	38. 
	Are your pets spayed / neutered?

	39. 
	How do your current pets get along with dogs?

	40. 
	Are you aware that routine costs of maintaining a dog averages $800 to $1000 
per year?

	41. 
	Are you planning on breeding this dog?

	42. 
	Have you ever sold, given away or surrendered a pet to a shelter? If yes, please describe circumstances:



	43. 
	If your adopted dog develops a serious illness, injury, or health condition at some point in his or her life, are you prepared to obtain necessary/appropriate medical care?

	44. 
	If you have cats, are they declawed?

	45. 
	Do you prefer the dog you adopt to be male?  Female?  Doesn’t matter?


	46. 
	Please explain the cause(s) of death of your past pets:



	47. 
	Dog will be primarily for (Adult, Child, Elderly Person, Physically Challenged Person):




	48. 
	Please give the name, address and phone number of the veterinarian / animal hospital that will be taking care of the dog:



	49. 
	How did you hear about Golden Hearts?



	50. 
	What other rescue groups have you applied with?



	51. 
	What age dog are you looking to adopt?



	52. 
	Please provide name and phone number for two (2) non-relative references and please explain their relationship to you:



	53. 
	Please provide us with additional information about yourself - - such as why you want to adopt, as well as information about your past and present pets (if any). Please provide us with as much information as possible so we can work towards a perfect match with a rescue dog.  We encourage you to tell us about yourself and your family, including any special activities in which your Golden Hearts’ dog would be included. Also, if you have any special requirements or requests for a dog, please let us know so that we can more carefully match a dog to your lifestyle.



By signing below (or emailing this form back to GHDR):

I/we fully understand that there are costs involved in maintaining a dog. I/we agree to hereby assume full responsibility for the food bills, health care and licensing of any dog I/we adopt from Golden Hearts Dog Rescue.  I/we pledge to make sure any dog I/we adopt from Golden Hearts will always be placed in a safe situation when I/we am not at home.  I/we understand that be completing this application, I/we am agreeing to take sole legal responsibility for any dog I/we adopt from Golden Hearts, and I/we understand that Golden Hearts and its volunteers and representatives accept no responsibility for damage or injury caused by any dog adopted, nor do they make any representation or guaranty as to its present or future medical condition or temperament.  I/we understand that any dog may be prone to medical, behavioral or genetic conditions not readily evidenced (e.g. eye and/or heart conditions).  If, for any reason, I/we should not be able to keep any dog I/we adopt from Golden Hearts, I/we understand that I/we am obligated to return said dog to Golden Hearts.  I/we understand that if any dog I/we adopt from Golden Hearts is being neglected or abused, Golden Hearts has reserved the right to reclaim the dog.  I/we understand that if I/we adopt a dog from Golden Hearts, at the time of adoption, I will execute and fulfill the obligations of the Golden Hearts Adoption Contract, and remit an adoption fee to Golden Hearts (see adoption fees listed above this form).  I/we agree to a home visit by a Golden Hearts volunteer.  
Applicant’s signature:



Co-applicant’s signature:

_________________________________
_________________________________
Name:
____________________________
Name:
____________________________

Date:
___________________________
Date:
___________________________
